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CENTENNIAL OF THE

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

Plan to Celebrate It One

Year Hence

JEFFERSON A TRUSTEE

First Buildings Had Four Teachers and
Were for the Education of

the Poor

One hundred years ago next Decem-
ber Congress recognizing the Impera-
tive nOM for free education made pro-
vision for two school houses in the
District to be conducted and

by the Government The start
of teachers employed in those institu
tions dfd not exceed four The schools
wore attended by the poorest children
They were commonly known as pauper
schools

But in that Inpse of time a marvelous
change hns been wrought Today the
District owns 127 public school build-
ings 1371 teachers are employed the
schools havo been organized Into a great
system of instruction and they are at-
tended by the children of the wealthy
as well as the children of the poor A
son of the President Is in one of the
public schools

Centennial Suggested-
In recognition of these great strides

of progress Prof A T Stuart super
intendent of public instruction in the
District has suggested to the Board of
Education that It would be appropriate-
to ceehrate the centennial of the
founding of the free school system In
the District The proposition Is now
under consideration and it is probable
that definite plans will be made to hold
such a celebration

In proposing the celebration Prof
Stuart did not suggest a fitting manner
of commemorating the passing of the
century mark It Is probable however
the anniversary will be celebrated with
special exercises in all the schools and
by a public meeting The annual report
for 19015 will be compiled In the form
of a historical resume of the various
stages in the advancement of free edu
cation

The bill authorizing erection of the
first schools was passed December 6
1604 The measure provided that one
school house within onehalf
mile of the White House and the other
within onehalf mile east of the Capitol
The buildings were to be one story In
height

The First Trustees
The first meeting of the board of trus-

tees now known as the Board of Edu
cation met 5 1805 Thomas
Jefferson thon President of the United
States was elected president of the
board Tho enterprise so pleased Presi-
dent Jefferson that he contributed 200

toward the maintenance of the two
school houses

Two other distinguished members of
the board were Robert Brent first
mayor of Washington and Judge Wil-
liam Cranch Two schools erected In
the District since then have been named
after these men-

The two pioneer schools were estab-
lished to Instruct children whose parents
wore unable to pay for their education
They amounted to nothing more than
charity schools and as said before
became known as schools for paupers

The early progress of the free school
system was not rapid Time was re
quired to Interest people In the under
taking and to prove that It was suc-
cessful School houses were not erected
with regularity and the Interest was
purely desultory

The Wallach School
As years advanced and the benefits

of the public school system became
more apparent Congress made better
provisions for the free pupils But it was
not until 1864 that attention was direct-
ed to proper style of building to meet
the requirements In that year the
Wallach School as modern as science
at that time could make It was erect-
ed and proved to be the beginning of

stage of advancement
Four years later the Franklin School

was built Others have followed with-
a measure of rapidity until the system
of public education in the District

favorably with that of other
cities

C OSTERMAN MUST
LEAVE POLICE FORCE

Commissioner West today approved the
recommendation made by Major Sylves
trr that Private C F Osterman of the
the Police Department be removed from
the force This Is the final chapter In
a notorious case Osterman having been
found guilty last summer by tho trial
board of being a Pooping Tom

Friends of the policeman came to his
rescue and the Commissioners were ad-
vised that much additional testimony
could be obtained to justify the action
of Osterman In view of this the Com
missioners returned the papers to the
trial board for review and the consid-
eration of additional testimony

The trial board refused to change Its
verdict however and recommended that
its original finding be maintained In
this both Major Sylvester and Commis
sioner West have concurred

CRANFORD PAVING CO

SUED FOR DAMAGES

Harry J Senay has Instituted suit
through Lambert Baker for 10000 as
damages against the Cranford Paving
Company-

It is sot forth In the declaration that
the defendant Is doing business in the
District of Columbia and In its busi-
ness of laying asphalt and cement
streets and walks It uses a number of
steam rollers On May 21 1902 while
the plaintiff was driving a team of
horses on Florida Avenue between
Second and Third Streets northeast and

of the defendants steam rollers the
engine started causing his horses to
take fright thus bringing the vehicle
in collision with a tree and throwing
him violently to the ground Ho says
h was severely injured in his hip and
shoulder and was mentally and

made unable to engage In his
usual business

DR McKIMS I

Rev Dr MeKIm rector of tho
Church of the Epiphany has planned a
series of Bible lectures to be gltfm on
Monday evenings in the parish house
of the church These lectures are open
to the public
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THE DISTRICT WASHING

Laundry Man Must Do Work Properly-
or Pay Bills for Having It

Done Elsewhere

The District government Is having
trouble with Its laundry man and
Commissioner West yesterday approved-
a recommendation of Deputy Property
Clerk Hargrove that a repetition ofsuch work as complained of will resultin the laundering being done else
whore at the expense of the present
contractor

Early last summer The Times exposed
the system of letting laundry contracts
for the pollee and other departments
under the District government The
District was paying two and three times
the prices charged other private and
public corporations Consequently bids
were called for by the Commissioners
and all District laundry was given to
the lowest bidder the Harvard Laun
dry Company

Recently Major Sylvester appeared In
the office of Commissioner West with a
pillow case which was open to criticism
from the standpoint of cleanliness The
major was disgusted and so informed
the Commissioner As a result specific
complaint was called for and Police
Lieutenants Boyle and Jordan respond-
ed Lieutenant Jordan says

I have the honor to report that the
washing of linen at this station now
being done by the Harvard Laundry is
unsatisfactory Our pillows sheets
etc returned with no evidence of
having been washed at all The cloth
Ing Is oil stained and dirty bearing evi
dence of recent use The linen Is in
even a worse condition than that

by Lieutenant Boyle

WEARIED IN JAIL
LANCASTER Pa Dec 12 Aaron R

Shirk who was confined In the county
Jail for 501 days for contempt of court
was released yesterday and will be
formally discharged by the court next
week He refused to for a
assignment and was to JailTired of Incarceration he has settledthe claims
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Its Inventor Believes Rotary Motion
Alone Can Solve Aerial Navi

gation Problem

Louis Gftthmfinn the inventor of the
latest flying machine model submitted-
to tho War Department insists that the
efforts to imitate the flight of birds In
aerodromes is useless as machines built
on this plan would be worthless com-
mercially even If they were capable of
flying

Mr Gathmanns now machine em
bodies the principle u ed In the toy
little boys call the butterfly which con
sists of a tin wheel something like
the wheel of a windmill and Is sent
into the air by rapidly unwinding a
string fastened about a oropelling rod

Rotary motion in Mr Gathmanns
opinion Is the only motion which IB ap
plicable to aerial navigation By means
of wheels moving In op-
posite directions Mr Gatttmann says
the air can be rarifled sufficiently to
force the machine up at a good rate
of speed and by an adjustment of the
center of gravity the vertical mo-
tion can be changed to horizontal mo

tionBeneath the wheels In Mr Gath
manns machine the car containing the
steering apparatus Is placed A ma
chine capable of carrying one man
should welch only 753 hounds and should
be capable of carrying two 20horso
power engines It Is estimated that a
machine weighing 10000 pounds would
have a lifting power of 48000 pounds
and would cost about 60000

CHRISTMAS WINE LIST
For the convenience of his patrons

during the holiday season Edward J
Quinn 604 Pennsylvania Avenue north
west has compiled i very complete and
tasty wine list giving the various brands
of wines In general use and the lowest
cost price for the same Mr Quinn is
sole distributer for the famous Oronoco
wines and whiskies and has built up a-

very extensive patronage on the merits
of his outputs The will be cheer
fully sent to upon request

NEW FLYING MARINE

AT WAR DEPARTMENT
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CAPTAIN SUED

FOR ALLEGED ASSAULT

Fireman Morgan Josephs Thinks He
Was IllUsed by Joseph E Craig

on Board the Albany

Morgan Josephsa fireman In the United
States Navy has filed suit in the Dis
trict Supreme Court against Capt Jo-

seph Edgar Craig to recover as
damages for alleged assault and false
Imprisonment He says that during his
term of service he was Imprisoned In
Irons at different times for periods ag-
gregating 606 days

Josephs explains that he enlisted as
a firstclass fireman in the United States
Navy January 2 1900 for a term of
four years On February 23 1800 he says
he was ordered aboard the United
States steamship Albany then at Ells
wick yard on the River Tyne Eng
land He says he also served on other

at other places under command
of Joseph Edgar Craig

About a year after he enlisted Jo
sephs says his vessel was lying off near
Honckonr China and at that time he
was put In double Irons by Joseph Ed
gar Craig and imprisoned from January
C8 1091 to February 21 1901 Three
days after he was released he was again
placed in prison aboard ship and kept
confined until April 27 1901 At that
time the Albany was near Cavlte P
I He also says he served on the Dixie
tho PrlsclIIa and on a tugboat the
name of which he does not know

During his terms of Imprisonment Jo
sephs says he was confined in loath
some and filthy prisons and was served
with unwholesome and Insufficient food
Hamilton Colbert are named as
counsel for the plaintiff

Frank P Hall has also Instituted suit
again Theodore M Rudd to recover

malicious slander and
of character Washington

Heald are named as counsel
for the

NEW BRANCH STATION-

An order has been Issued by the Post
office Department establishing branch
station No 52 at 609 E Street north
west Alexander H Galt has been ap
pointed clerk In charge of tho office
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MANY DEATHS IN PANAMA

Yellow Fever BeriBeri and Dysentery
Responsible for Greatest Mortality-

on the Isthmus-

In the report of the Public Health
and Marine Hospital Service made pub
lic yesterday a report gf Consul General
Gudgor made to Surgeon General Wy
man through the State Department

detailed statistics on the
deaths In the city of Panama In 1901
1902 and 1903 From the report It ap
pears the deaths from yellow fever
beriberi and dysenteryhave been

In 1901 the total deaths at Panama
Wero 1201 of which 11 were from yel-

low fever 36 from berlberi and 76 from
dysentery In 1902 the deaths reached
2379 of which 182 were from yel
low fever 52 from beriberl and 290
from dysentery In 1903 the deaths so
far reported are 1144 of which 48 have
been from yellow fever 31 from beri-
beri and 110 from dysentery-

In explanation of the high death rate
It is said the internal war is responsi-
ble as many soldiers sent from high
altitudes have died Many smallpox
deaths are reported

The yellow fever at Laredo has sub
sided The last death reported was on
December 2 and the last case Decem-
ber 7

Scarlatina In epidemic form exists at
Havana The schools have nearly all
closed and there have been several
deaths

CARS LIKE FLATSi
FOR WESTERN ROAD

CHICAGO Dec entire Great
Western system will be equipped next
week with combination cafe parlor and
observation cars embodying all the
characteristics of an uptodate four
room fiat

In order will be found a li
brary and smoking room a parlor a
dining room and a kitchen For those
who do not care for the home car
there Is a club car which has all the
appointments of the average club

FROM THREE CAUSES
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WASHINGTONIAN VED
LIFE OF DA VENPORT

Jfgr Threatened by Colonel OTjerhatt of New
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The death of Col Edwin BHns Over
hall In Now Orleans La recently
served to rofrfflhppth memories of

of his Intimate acquaintances who
recall vividly of the stormy In-

cidents 1m his career
One most p citing occurrences-

In Overhnlls life took place In
Now Orleans before the clvlf war when
the noted actor Dolly Davenport was
playing an engagement In the old

theater in the Louisiana metrop-
olis and within a hairs breadth-
of meeting death and Incidentally

the death of a man now a long
time and wellknown resident of

who was a mutual the
thespian and the soldier

It appears that Colonel OverhaJl and
Dtivenport had a disagreement some
years prior to the date referred to and
time served to aggravate rather than
heal the wound Matters grew worse
and worse and finally Colonel Over
hall announced his intention of killing
Davenport on sight This threat the
colonels friends say was meant to be
carried out to the letter because they
had long since realized that his word
was as good as his bdnd Friends of
both parties endeavored to patch up
the differences between them but their
efforts wpre futile and finally Daven
port was apprised of the fact that his
life was In danger He disregarded
these warnings and made light of them
at every mention

On the night in question Davenport
went to the Silican saloon on St
Charles Street In the vicinity of the
house In which he was playing and
Colonel Overhall learned of his

there Armed with his revolver
the soldier started for the resort The
mutual friend of the two arrived first
and Informed the unarmed Davenport-
of the colonels Intentions Davenport
ordered another drink and replied Let
him come
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Colonel Overhall entered the
took a bracor at one ond bar

Davenport was sipping from his glass
at the other After finishing his glass
Colonel Ovorhall reached in his hip
pockot drew out his pistol and walked
deliberately to the other end of the
bar where Davenport was standing
Just as he leveled the woapon at Daven
ports breast the mutual friend stepped
between them Colonel Overliall tried
to shove the peacemaker aside but the
latter hung on grimly and said

If you must shoot KO aluiad but
youll have to send a bullet through
my breast before It can reach

This had the desired effect upon Over
hall He replaced his weapon In his
pocket and departed from the resort in
silence This enOfld matters for that
night but subsequently Overhall
Davenport adjusted their own dif-
ficulty without the Intercession of
one Davenport always averred that
he owed his life to the friend who Is
now residing In Washington

Colonel Overhall killed a druggist
named Graham of New Orleans In 1859

because of some unknown enmity ex-

isting between them The soldier never
paid a penalty for this deed which
tended to indicate that he vas Justified
Although Colonel Overhall had
regard for human life he was loved by
thousands for his bravery and chivalry

NEW PAPER CORPORATIPW

The SmithPowell Paper Company
have new anft spacious offices
at 1209 Pennsylvania an3 arc
exhibiting a jrnagnlflcmt line of flue
stationery art calenuajrs rare and

novelties Ink wells fountain pens
In tact everything useful and

for the writing desk or library
Mr J George Smith is president and
general manager of the new concern
and Mr J Srls serves as 2cre
tary and treasurer
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f The Castel berg Store Is Establishing More Records For Great Selling I
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Xmas Selling
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Ring 6
One of those fashionable ClusterRings with center stono of tur

surrounded with pearls
Special t 600

Ring SIO
14karat Gold Ring set with Dlai mond Ruby and Sapphire Spe

cial 1000

I Ring 16
i Ladies Dainty Gold Ring wlthSapI phlre center surrounded perfeatly Diamonds Spe
I al 1600
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1i Magnificent Brooch sot with
and Pearls Brooch thatwould sell for 50 anywhere else
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Stick Pin 4
A Neat Solid Gold Scarf Pin with

DiamOnd center Special Xmas
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Ring
Gold Ring set with fullcut Dia

mond at 1W

Ring
Handsome Solid Gold Ring sot with

an exquisite firstwater Diamond
Special during the holidays ftOO

Rings to S 10

Extra Heavy Wedding Rings 14

karat gold from 300 to 1000

Boys Rings S2 Up
The Ring like the illustration is thething for boys Priced up from 10-

0m

Rings 3 Up
Special line of Ladies Opal Rings

priced up from

I

Rings Up
Handsome Heavily Carved

nla Rings offer suggestion ag ideal
Xmas gifts Priced from 500 up

Brooch
Very neat Gold Brooch in the pop

ular twisted pattern During theholidays 800
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Its easy to be busy if you have the
goods to be busy with The Castelberg
Christmas stock has reached a size abso
lutely unparalleled Everything of merit
everyone shows we a great
deal more besides The stock attracts
the prices attract Castelberg prices today
mean more to people who know how to
buy right than they ever did The man
who buys Diamonds Watches Jewelry
Silverware etc without seeing and pric
ing the goods here convicts himself of not
looking out for his best advantage

Never opened such a vast number of
new accounts in so short a time as we
have since December The Christ-
mas rush is on early here
arid is growing greater every day

Save 25 more by buying al Castelbergs and open-

a charge

All Engraving Free Goods reserved
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Ring
Ring sot with three full cut

B as a special Xmas
1000

Stud S70
Gentlemens Stud magnificent blue

wtilte diamond in Tiffany setting
an exceptional value for 7000

Ring 60
Genuine Turquoise Center Stone

surrounded by fine fullcut Diamonds
Very apeciol at t
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Signet Rings 250 to 25

Our own exclusive
the best and largest

In town

Watches to 16
Beautiful 14karnt Gold Watches

guaranteed movements open face
plain cases on which we engrave Ini
tials or monograms to16

Pins to match 200 up

deslgnsunquest-
lonably show-
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Gentlemens Heavy Gold Sealelaborately carved One of the
acceptable Xmas gifts at

Rings 300 up
Ladles Ring with center stone of

either turquoise or ruby surrounded
with pearls Holiday specials

300 up

Locket 10

Beautiful Hel1tshaped Locket sot
with genuine tullcut Diamond Spe
cial at 10

Ring 65
Solid Gold Hkarat Handmade

MountingBeautiful Blue Dia
mond

Charm 10
Handsome Solid Gold Watch Charm

a new design set WIth genuine full
cut diamond A special at

Ring 5
Gentlemens Seal Ring like theartistically carved

Special Xmas offering OO
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Cluster Ring 35 i

stone ot Opal Emerald or tTurquoise surrounded wIth I

j
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Earrings 35 f
Genuine Flrstater Blue White iDiamonds perfectly cut exquisitely

mounted For

iI
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Ring f
Solid Gold Band 3 I

stone
phiro During the
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Watch Charm 7 l
Gentlemens Solid Gold Watch

Charm set with Diamond Xmas
offer
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Cuff Buttons

IFine Gold Cut Buttons with dlamond center
Co 1000

I

Ring 1 Up
Dainty little Gold Rings for

Center
brilliantSpecial
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Washingtons Leading Jewelers
935 Pennsylvania Avenue
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